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FIELD TRIP CONSIDERATION CHECKLIST
Student name:  _______________________________
Field Trip: ___________________________________

Field Trip Date:  ____________________

Responsible teacher name: _____________________

When planning a field trip for your class, it’s important to consider all students’ needs. Before deciding on a field trip destination, be certain all students can participate. The following checklist provides some points to consider.

	CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE FIELD TRIP SITE:
	Check if considered;  use N/A if not needed
	Check if needs follow-up
	COMMENTS, SOLUTIONS  and/or PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR 
FOLLOW-UP

	TERRAIN
	
	
	

	· Uneven (lumpy grass, esp. if wet)
	
	
	

	· Hilly, steep
	
	
	

	· Narrow paths
	
	
	

	· Muddy, sandy, rocky or gravel surfaces
	
	
	

	· Steps
	
	
	

	· Curbs
	
	
	

	· Long distances to travel (endurance issues)
	
	
	

	AVAILABILITY OF APPROPRIATE EQUIPMENT/SERVICES AT THE SITE
	
	
	

	· Handicapped accessible restrooms
	
	
	

	· Appropriate/accessible tables & benches 
	
	
	

	· “Camp chair” or stool to sit on when other students are standing (needed because of decreased endurance or inability to get up/down from ground easily)
	
	
	

	· AVAILABILITY OF ADDITIONAL ADULT ASSISTANCE:  a student who is largely independent at school may need 1:1 assistance on a field trip in order to participate safely and fully
	
	
	

	· If applicable, check with special education case manager, to determine availability of Educational Assistant familiar to the student
	
	
	

	· AVAILABILITY OF SPECIALIZED MOBILITY EQUIPMENT NOT USUALLY NEEDED AT SCHOOL
	
	
	

	· Motorized scooter
	
	
	

	· Manual Wheelchair 
	
	
	

	· “Jogging stroller”*
	
	
	

	· Transfer belt or walking harness
	
	
	

	· Other
	
	
	

	TRANSPORTATION TO/FROM THE SITE:
	
	
	

	· SCHOOL BUS
	
	
	

	· If transporting a student who uses a wheelchair, reserve a LARGE school bus that is also wheelchair accessible (NOT a small “Special Education” bus for 1-2 students)
	
	
	

	· Be sure additional equipment (walker, wheelchair, etc.) can be transported on bus; make other arrangements, if not
	
	
	

	· Ask the student (depending on age) or physical therapist about any special seating needs 
	
	
	

	· Ask student (depending on age) or physical therapist about special needs getting on/off the  bus:
	
	
	

	· May need to let student board FIRST and de-board LAST to avoid getting jostled
	
	
	

	· May need to have hands free when boarding (peer can carry materials or backpack)
	
	
	

	· May need adult assist (hands-on) when getting on/off the bus
	
	
	

	· Be sure adult is assigned to have mobility equipment waiting for student when he/she gets off bus (walkers, wheelchair)
	
	
	

	· Be sure an adult verifies that all equipment is inventoried so we know it gets put back on the bus before returning to school
	
	
	

	· PRIVATE AUTOMOBILE:
	
	
	

	· Be sure special needs of the student (seating, equipment) can be provided and transported
	
	
	

	· Power wheelchairs require specialized transportation (van with a specialized lift: they CANNOT be lifted or put in a trunk)
	
	
	

	INFORMATION OR ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES THAT MAY BE NEEDED
	
	
	

	· SPECIFIC INFORMATION RELATED TO STUDENT’S MEDICAL NEEDS (CONSULT WITH NURSE, AS NEEDED)
	
	
	

	· Updated medical protocols (bee sting, asthma, seizures, etc.)
	
	
	

	· Necessary medications and trained adult to administer, if needed
	
	
	

	· Updated emergency contacts
	
	
	

	· Specialized food or knowledge of food allergies
	
	
	

	· Equipment related to tube feeding, if needed
	
	
	

	· Determination of closest medical care, if needed
	
	
	

	· BEHAVIORAL PLANS
	
	
	

	· Know how to deal with potentially problematic behaviors BEFORE you are at the site (be proactive: use social stories to prepare for the field trip)
	
	
	

	· Develop and use at the site a visual schedule of what the field trip will entail 
	
	
	

	· Consider bringing walkie-talkies, if needed
	
	
	

	· SUPPLIES THAT MIGHT BE NEEDED
	
	
	

	· Hand wipes
	
	
	

	· Tissues
	
	
	

	· Plastic bags (for garbage or for wet clothes)
	
	
	

	· Change of clothing, diapers, etc., if needed
	
	
	

	· Extra protection from the elements
	
	
	

	· When seated in a wheelchair, a jacket is NOT enough to stay dry during a rainstorm; a poncho is needed to cover legs
	
	
	

	· Additional warmth may be needed for a student who sits passively (doesn’t walk around) as compared to peers
	
	
	

	· Be sure student is protected from the sun, if needed
	
	
	

	· Access to water (especially if the student drools)
	
	
	

	SPECIALISTS YOU MAY NEED TO CONSULT WITH BEFORE PLANNING A FIELD TRIP MIGHT INCLUDE: Physical therapist, Occupational therapist, Autism specialist, teachers of students with visual and/or hearing impairments, nurse
	
	
	


*You can borrow a “jogging stroller” from Mary Devine, Physical Therapist (757-4437). Please contact me well in advance to insure it will be available.
Mary Devine, PT – Corvallis School District
