MATCHING CVI CHARACTERISTICS TO STRATEGIES
	
	CHARACTERISTIC/BEHAVIOR
	STRATEGY

	
	3. CHILD MAY APPEAR TO LACK “AFFECT” – the emotional
         connection


	

	
	4.
Child’s VISUAL FUNCTIONING is different

· Averts gaze, looks at things PERIPHERALLY

· AVOIDS EYE-CONTACT when communicating

· Spontaneously uses vision for only brief periods of time

· Tires easily during visual learning

· May be aware of distant objects, people, but unable to identify them

· May have difficulty spotting distant objects but can identify them

· Visually inattentive although residual vision may be present

· Lacks visual curiosity

· On reaching, turns head to side and may exhibit downward gaze; eyes are open

· May localize objects using saccadic eye movements

· May hold hands or an object close to face


	

	
	CHARACTERISTIC/BEHAVIOR
	STRATEGY

	
	5.
Difficulty TRACKING an object

· May track to midline and then “lose” the item

· Midline is rarely the preferred location to present an object


	

	
	6.
Child often displays NON-PURPOSEFUL GAZE/ LIGHT GAZING

· 1/3rd children with CVI are light-sensitive (PHOTOPHOBIC)

· May prefer dimly lit areas to work in


	

	
	7.
There is VARIATION in visual behavior – fluctuation

· May be determined by time of day, condition of health

· Amount of detail and duration


	

	
	8.
There is usually VISUAL LATENCY which may decrease over time, or with familiarization

· Perhaps that is why they prefer small dogs (that move fast) to large dogs (that move slower)

· Prefers adults to children
· 
	

	
	9.
There may be evidence of VISUAL FIELD RESTRICTIONS

· Vision may be better on one side than on the other

· May affect ability to read fluently


	

	
	CHARACTERISTIC/ BEHAVIOR
	STRATEGY

	
	10.
Normally, there is attraction to MOVEMENT

· Attends best when object is moving

· Looks at things when he/she is moving (swing, car etc)

· Appears unable to recognize stationary objects

· YET – has ability to navigate around furniture
· MOBILITY – may seem “normal” but erratic 
	

	
	11.
Child has difficulty with VISUAL NOVELTY and sees familiar objects better

· Sees better in a familiar environment

· Sees better when cued ahead of time what to look for

· Focuses only on one toy when several are present

· “Sees” familiar people – looks at others peripherally
	

	
	12.
Child has difficulty with VISUAL COMPLEXITY

· Visually avoids a face, object, toy, etc. as it is brought closer – notat a distance

· May learn letters early, but not reading; may experience “crowding” with reading (letters “hug” each other)

· Brings objects up close to face – to eliminate visual crowding and complexity

· Confusion with foreground/background (figure/ground)

· Trouble with visual crowding

· FACES are complex and hard to deal with visually (Facial agnosia – cannot recognize faces – finds Mom by her voice and touch)

· Will look at patterns

· Because of this, visual learning is very tiring – and the child may “opt out” for a few seconds or minutes by closing the eyes, “cat napping”, averting or rolling eyes away, turning head or body away, putting head down on floor or arms etc.


	

	
	CHARACTERISTIC/BEHAVIOR
	STRATEGY

	
	13.
Ability to identify COLORS is stronger than FORM PERCEPTION

· Child usually sees color and may display a preference

· May use color for recognition (e.g. red shirt, specific hat)

· Often have problems with egocentric space

· May have difficulty with spatial relations

· Form perception may be affected and learning to draw may come late – or never

· Encounters difficulty identifying pictures but can locate small details when given labels

· Needs wide spaces between objects and visual stimuli

· Gets angry and fussy if objects are moved


	

	
	14.
Child has ABSENT or ATYPICAL VISUAL REFLEXIVE movement, which, like latency, may be decreased or become normalized over time.

· Does not blink when touched on nose bridge (blink response)

· Does not blink or flinch when hand is flapped in front of face or brought towards the face suddenly (visual threat)


	

	
	15.
Child displays ATYPICAL VISUAL-MOTOR BEHAVIOR

· Depends on touch to identify objects rather than sight – and this may not just indicate the touch via the hands; could also be lips, feet, face, etc.

· May overreach or underreach – difficulty with depth perception and estimating distances

· May not display an obvious hand preference

· Often, may be tactually defensive, especially hands
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